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MEDIA RELEASE 

24 November 2020 – For Immediate Release  

Sharon Lewin AO and RMIT University win the prestigious 2020 Melbourne 
Achiever Award  

Sharon Lewin AO, FRACP PhD FAHMS and RMIT University win 2020 Melbourne 
Achiever Award. 

The Committee for Melbourne’s prestigious 2020 Melbourne Achiever Awards were 
announced today, honouring Professor Sharon Lewin AO and RMIT University for their 
outstanding contributions to Melbourne.   

Professor Lewin is a Melbourne based, globally recognised leader in Health and 
Biotechnology. 

RMIT is a Melbourne based, global leader in Education, Design and City-Shaping projects 
which have had a lasting impact on Melbourne’s. RMIT is a Melbourne based, global leader 
in Education, Design Innovation and City-Shaping projects with lasting impact on 
Melbourne’s reputation as a design and education capital.  
 
The recipients accepted the Award at the Committee’s Governor’s virtual Round Table E-
Room event today, after Her Excellency the Honourable Linda Dessau AC, Governor of 
Victoria and Committee for Melbourne Patron addressed the Committee’s members with an 
inspiring oration about Melbourne’s Road to Recovery. Chairman Mr Scott Tanner presented 
the awards in a virtual ceremony.  
 
Since 1993, Committee for Melbourne annually recognises and celebrates significant and 
sustained contributions to our city that will leave a lasting legacy through its Melbourne 
Achiever Award. Previous winners include the late Dame Elizabeth Murdoch AC DBE, the 
late Ron Walker AC CBE, the National Gallery of Victoria, VicHealth, The Australian Ballet 
and Peter Clemenger AO. 
 
Committee for Melbourne CEO, Martine Letts applauded Sharon Lewin’s critical role 
inresponding to the major pandemic threats of our time, including HIV and COVID-19 and 
her significant contributions to Melbourne’s biomedical sector as inaugural Director of the 
The Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity. Sharon has authored over 260 
publications and given over 100 major international invited talks on a cure for HIV. Sharon 
has provided expert commentary and insights for Australians on COVID-19 as a trusted and 
respected health expert, including on a panel with Dr Anthony Fauci,  Director of 
the American National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). 

“I am delighted and honored to receive the prestigious 2020 Melbourne Achiever’s Award as 
a very proud Melburnian. Melbourne is a powerhouse for medical research, especially in 
infectious diseases and immunology. Along with every Victorian who contributed to the 
COVID-19 response, I am thankful to all our medical research institutes, including the 
Doherty Institute, who worked together and with government and community to have such 
an impact on this virus. Getting to zero infections is an extraordinary feat! It’s the 

https://www.doherty.edu.au/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FNational_Institute_of_Allergy_and_Infectious_Diseases&data=04%7C01%7Cmletts%40melbourne.org.au%7Cebf47ef9e3484e2e3dc108d889e57e90%7Cf40bfcfd21f144b698aa38bf18606a8c%7C0%7C1%7C637410966372330440%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kKFXaQS0yEw%2FkflJw7LYp01EpPWfNh2Gz8cPiwgFiZE%3D&reserved=0
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collaborative spirit in Melbourne that makes it such a special city to live and work in” said 
Sharon.  

RMIT University was awarded the Melbourne Achiever Award for an outstanding 
organisation.  RMIT is a Melbourne headquartered organisation which has made a 
significant contribution and commitment to the design, cultural offerings, accessibility, 
greening, and sustainability of Melbourne as a global city, through its learning and teaching, 
research and operational activities.  Recent examples include the Melbourne Innovation 
Districts (MID), New Academic Street (NAS), the RMIT Sustainable Urban Precincts 
Program and RMIT’s Ngarara Willim Centre 
RMIT’s work has had a considerable and positive impact on the Greater Melbourne Future 
Economy, Infrastructure and Sustainability, Urban Optimisation and Liveability with 
significant relevance to the Committee’s Melbourne 4.0 agenda. 

Martine Letts praised RMIT’s recent Melbourne initiatives and COVID-19 response. “Working 
with the City of Melbourne, Victorian Government and community organisations, RMIT 
expanded its financial hardship support for students affected by the pandemic, wherever 
they called home. RMIT also has a direct presence in Vietnam, Singapore, Hong Kong and 
Europe, supporting our teams and students through this time, and building strong future 
connections between Victoria and other parts of the world”  

“The people of RMIT are passionate about Melbourne and about creating a legacy of 
education, inclusion and innovation. As a University we’re committed to improving the lived 
experience of our urban environment and I’m proud that this is evidenced in so many of our 
projects and initiatives.  It’s an honour to be recognised by the Committee for Melbourne.” 
said RMIT Vice-Chancellor and President Martin Bean CBE.  

-ENDS- 

Media contact 
Laura Kerr Melvin, Committee for Melbourne, 0434 107 949  
 
 

ABOUT COMMITTEE FOR MELBOURNE 

Committee for Melbourne (the Committee) works towards shaping a better future for Greater 
Melbourne. Together with our members, we make a difference by challenging the status quo 
and encouraging thought leadership to create change through confident and influential 
advocacy. 

With over 150 member organisations drawn from across Greater Melbourne’s major 
corporations, small and medium businesses, academic institutions, local government and not-
for-profit entities, the Committee is an active connector. 

The Committee’s work embraces four key pillars: Future Economy, Infrastructure, Urban 
Optimisation and Liveability. Working with, and on behalf of our members, the Committee aims 
to ensure Melbourne’s challenges and opportunities are addressed in ways that keep our city 
vital, inclusive, progressive and sustainable.  

As a not-for-profit, member-funded entity, the Committee is politically independent and 
impartial. This allows us to freely and purposefully raise issues of importance to the growth 
and development of Greater Melbourne. 

https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-melbourne/melbourne-profile/smart-city/Pages/melbourne-innovation-districts.aspx
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-melbourne/melbourne-profile/smart-city/Pages/melbourne-innovation-districts.aspx
https://www.rmit.edu.au/news/all-news/2018/jul/nas-victorian-architecture-awards
https://www.rmit.edu.au/about/our-values/sustainability/carbon-and-climate/supp
https://www.rmit.edu.au/about/our-values/sustainability/carbon-and-climate/supp
https://www.rmit.edu.au/students/support-and-facilities/student-support/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-students
https://melbourne.org.au/advocacy/melbourne-4-0/
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