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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Committee for Melbourne hails historic first Victorian All-Party Parliamentary
meeting on Artificial Intelligence
Today, the inaugural Victorian All-Party Parliamentary Group on Artificial Intelligence
(VAPPGAI) meeting was held at the Victorian Parliament.
“In March 2018, Committee for Melbourne helped bring together all of the Victorian
Parliament through the establishment of the VAPPGAI to discuss the critical and
transformative nature of Artificial Intelligence”, said Committee for Melbourne CEO, Martine
Letts.
“We are so proud to witness its first meeting today”, noted Ms Letts.
“The introduction of AI in our economy and community is an emerging, yet crucial policy
issue. It requires a prominent and informed public debate”.
During the meeting, co-convened by the Victorian Minister for Innovation and the Digital
Economy, The Hon. Philip Dalidakis MP, and Shadow Minister for Innovation, David
Southwick MP, our state’s elected representatives came together to consider a sound and
informed regulatory framework around AI.
Committee for Melbourne, through its membership, presented Subject Matter Expert
Partner and Chief Data Scientist at PwC Australia, Matt Kuperholz who briefed
representatives on the nature and complexities of AI, including its various uses,
opportunities, impacts and implications for Victoria, and Australia.
“AI will play a huge part in how we do business and conduct our lives in the future, so it’s
important that politicians are discussing the challenges and opportunities that will arise as
this technology develops”, said Minister Dalidakis.
“How we respond to AI will impact all aspects of the Victorian community. Victoria has the
chance to position itself as a global leader in this field to build new industries and future jobs
and opportunities”, added Shadow Minister Southwick.
Recognised as a Strategic Need also in the Committee’s landmark Melbourne 4.0 report, the
Committee recently formed a dedicated AI Taskforce made up of its cross-sectoral
membership.
This taskforce will provide a set of recommendations for State and Federal governments and
will cover key focus areas, including: data; infrastructure; skills; innovation and
entrepreneurship; trade; governance and security.
“The impact of AI will be tremendous, we cannot afford to be left behind”, said Ms Letts.
-ENDSCommittee for Melbourne CEO Martine Letts is available for interview.
Further information: Sophie Bigaignon – Manager, Communications – 0432 858 796
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About the Committee for Melbourne
The Committee for Melbourne is an apolitical, not-for-profit member-based entity that brings
together over 140 organisations from Greater Melbourne’s business, academic and civic sectors
whose common purpose is to shape a better future for Melbourne.
As an independent organisation we represent no single interest group or political position, but
seek to challenge conventional thinking and to develop innovative ideas to continue to enhance
our position as an economically prosperous and highly liveable global city.
We influence the debate in four key areas: future economy; urban optimisation; infrastructure;
liveability and facilitate the shaping of Melbourne’s future through the following taskforces:
Future skills
Innovation ecosystem
Housing mix
Competitive internet

Airport link
Eastern seaboard transit link
Metropolitan collaboration
Eastern seaboard collaboration

Digital capability (AI)
Not-for-profit
Transport
Arts and culture

AI Taskforce
Representing the Committee’s collective cross-sectoral membership, the AI Taskforce represents
Melbourne’s leading organisations in the business, academic and community sectors.
The taskforce’s objectives are twofold:
1. To create a set of recommendations for State and Federal governments to adapt to, and
benefit from, the challenges and opportunities presented by Artificial Intelligence.
2. To raise the level of public awareness of Artificial Intelligence, including the topic’s importance
and its impact on the development of Melbourne, Victoria and Australia.
As part of its scope, and as a basis for its recommendations, the AI Taskforce will cover key focus
areas, including:
• Data
• Infrastructure
• Skills
• Innovation & Entrepreneurship
• Trade
• Governance
• Security
Read our Melbourne 4.0 report.
More information: melbourne.org.au
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